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VIII. A Letter from Mr. Richard Lewis, at 
Annapolis in Maryland, to Mr. Collinibn, 
E S. containing the Account of a remarka¬ 
ble Generation of Infers j of an Earthquake 5 
and of an Explofion in the Air. 


Annapolis OH. 27, 173 a ■, 
in. Maryland. 

SIR ,, 

I Send you herewith fome Leaves of a Fly-Tree (fo 
it is call'd by fome People) from whence vaft 
Swarms of Flies have been obferved to iffue ; having 
heard ftrange Stories about it, I defired a Perfon who 
went to fee it, to bring me fome of the fly-bearing 
Leaves 5 about the latter End of June laft he brought 
me fome Leaves, on which was fix’d a tough little 
Bag, as big as the Hulk of a Philbert, but is now. 
very much fhrutjk with drying. It was of a dufky 
green Colour j I cut it open, and a Fly, like a Gnat, 
came out of it; I difcover’d no more Flies,’tilllook¬ 
ing at it with a Glafs, I could difcern fomething mov¬ 
ing amongft the biuifia Pulp, and after a while ob- 
ferv’d that it contain’d many red Grubs, very fmall, 
without Wings; I bound up the Nidus, and next 
Morning the Grubs had gotten bluifh Wings, and 
their Body was of a gray ilh Colour j there was a great 
Number of them, but they foon flew away. I went to 
fee the Tree j its Bark and Leaf refemblesa Male Mul¬ 
berry, the Leaves were plentifully flock’d with thefe 
Bags ; I open’d feveral of them which were plentiful!y 
flock'd with thefe Infeds. Amongft aft the Excrefences 
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which I have feen on Leaves, I have obferved none 
like thefe. When the Leaf is fmall they are fcarcely 
difcernable, they grow with the Leaf, which is not 
difcolour’d or crumpled by them. I have read 
Rhedis’s curious Treatife of the Generation of In- 
feds, but found no Account therein of any of their 
Nefts like thefe. 

On Tuefday}\\c 5 th of September laff, about Eleven 
in the Morning, an Earthquake was felt in diverfe 
Places in Maryland j the moll particular Account I 
have heard of it was from Mr. Chew. It (hook his 
Houfe for fame time, and flopp’d the Pendulum of his 
Clock ; during its Continuance, a rumbling Noife was 
heard in the Air,, and many People who did not feel 
the Shaking, as well as thofe who did, complained of 
a Dizzinefs in their Pleads, and Sicknefs at their Sto¬ 
machs : At the fame time, I have been credibly in¬ 
formed, it was felt in Penjifoania , and New-Eng - 
land ; but I have not heard whether it extended to 
North or South Carolina. 

Having mentioned the Earthquake above, I {hall 
mention a furprizing Phaenomenon that happen’d in 
1725", fomething of the fame Nature, but with fome 
remarkable Difference, as it was lately fent me by 
Capt. Richard Smith. 

Odloh.xZ) 1725-, about Two in the Afternoon, the 
Sky being very ferene and clear, Capt. Smith heard, 
as he then thought, the Noife of a Gun, of a Minion 
Size, about 12 Miles Eaflward from him,whichNoife 
was repeated at leaf! 20 times, butat unequalDiflan- 
ces of time, and foon afterwards followed a very loud 
Explofion, as if a Ship had been blown up: Upon En¬ 
quiry, he was told by feveral Perfons who lived about 
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ix Miles diftant from his Houfe, that they were 
greatly amazed with the Appearance of ah extraordi¬ 
nary Brightnefs in the Zenith , refembling Flame, 
which continued for about 5 Minutes, and then the 
imaginary Guns were fired twenty or thirty times, 
which fo difturb’d the Atmofphere, that the Birds 
loft the Ufe of their Wings, and fell to the Ground in 
great Diforder. This Noife. was heard about fifty 
Miles each Way, from the bright Appearance afore- 
faid. —»Thus far the Captain. 

I heard the Noife (as moft People did) but faw 
not the Brightnefs at Patapsko , being about 60 Miles 
from the Captain's Houfe. I was told that the Shock, 
occafioned by the Noife, threw down Pewter that was 
fet to dry againft the Side of a Houfe. As this in fome 
manner refembled an Earthquake (which has fcarce 
ever before difturb’d our Northern World) I (hould be 
glad to know your Opinion of fuch Explolions. 
From your humble Servant, 

Richard Lewis,, 


IX. A Letter from Mr. Evan Davis to Mr» 
John Eames, F. Of S. concerning fome Chil¬ 
dren inoculated with the Small-Pox, at 
Haverford-Well in Pembrokefhire* 

SIR , 

H AD I known in the Beginning of laft Spring 
that an Account of the Succefs of Inoculation in 
the Small-Pox, practis’d here about that time, would 
be agreeable to you, as you fignify in your laft, I 

would 



